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Ms. Cynthia T. Brown
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Chief of the Section of Administration, Office of Proceedings Q]"!},gé'
Surface Transportation Board % %0

395 E Street, S.W.
Washington, D. C. 20423

Qo

. RE:  Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X),
' Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.—Abandonment
Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN

Dear Ms. Brown:

Enclosed are the original and 10 copies of a Veritied Notice of Exemption for the
Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.833 miles of line in
Otter Tail County, MN, between milepost 48.422 near Fergus Falls and milepost 47.60,
near Hoot Lake. Also enclosed are a check from OTVR for the filing fee of $3,600 and a
computer diskette containing the Notice in Word and pdf format.

Pléase time and date stamp the additional copy of this letter and Notice and return
them in the enclosed self addressed stamped envelope. Thank you for your assistance.

If yqq'have any questions please call or email me.

Sincerely yours,
2558 2

Melanie B. Yasbin

Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures
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DOCKET NO. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X)

OTTER TAIL VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, INC.—ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION—IN OTTER TAIL COUNTY, MN

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
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Scott G. Williams, Esq. Louis E. Gitomer, Esq.
Senior Vice President and General Counsel Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq.
RailAmerica, Inc. 600 Baltimore Avenue
7411 Fullerton Street Suite 301
Suite 300 Towson, MD 21204
Jacksonville, FL 32256 (410) 296-2250

(904) 538-6329

Attorneys for: Otter Tail Valley
Railroad Company, Inc.
Dated: September 21, 2010
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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

DOCKET NO. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X)

OTTER TAIL VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, INC.—ABANDONMENT
EXEMPTION—IN OTTER TAIL COUNTY, MN

VERIFIED NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc. (“OTVR?) files this Verified Notice of
Exemption pursuant to the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50 for OTVR to abandon
0.822 miles of line in Otter Tail County, MN, between milepost 48.422 and milepost
47.60 (“Line™). No local rail traffic has moved over the Line during the past two years.
Any overhead rail traffic can be rerouted over other rail lines.

Based on information in the possession of OTVR, the Line does not contain
federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the railroad’s possession will be
made available promptly to those requesting it.

There are no local shippers on the Line. There has been no traffic on the Line for
over 2 years.

1. Proposed consummation date. The proposed abandonment date is November
10, 2010.

2. Certification required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(b). See Exhibit A.

3. Information required by 49 C.F.R. § 1152.22(a)(1) through (4), (7), and (8), and

(e)4).



Q

(a) General.

(1) Exact name of applicant. Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.

(2) Whether applicant is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49
U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105. OTVR is a common carrier by railroad subject to 49
U.S.C. Subtitle IV, Chapter 105.

(3) Relief sought. OTVR seeks to use the class exemption at 49 C.F.R. §
1152.50 to abandon 0.822 miles of line in Otter Tail County, MN between milepost
48.422 near Fergus Falls and milepost 47.60.

(4) Map. See Exhibit B-1.

(7) Name, title, and address of representative of applicant to whom
correspondence should be sent. Melanie B. Yasbin, Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer,
LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204, (410) 296-2205.

(8) List of all United States Postal Service ZIP Codes that the line
segments proposed for abandonment traverse. The line segments traverse ZIP Codes
56537.

(e) Rural and community impact.

(4) Statement of whether the properties proposed to be abandoned are
appropriate for use for other public purposes, including roads and highways, other forms
of mass transportation, conservation, energy production or transmission, or recreation. If
the applicant is aware of any restriction on the title to the property, including any
reversionary interest, which would affect the transfer of title or the use of property for

other than rail purposes, this shall be disclosed.



OTVR believes that the property proposed for abandonment is suitable for other
public purposes. Otter Tail Power Corporation, one of OTVR’s largest shippers proposes
to purchase a portion of the right-of-way.

4. The level of labor protection. The interests of railroad employees who may be
adversely affected by the proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the

labor protective conditions in Oregon Short Line R. Co. -- Abandonment -- Goshen, 360

I.C.C. 91 (1979).

5. Certification. Certificates of compliance with the notice requirements of 49 C.F.R. §§
1152.50(d)(1) and 1105.11 are attached as Exhibit C.

6. Combined Environmental and Historic Report. The Combined Environmental and
Historic Report is attached as Exhibit D.

Respectfully submitted,

b A

Scott G. Williams, Esq. Louis E. Gitomer, Esq.
Senior Vice President and General Counsel Melanie B. Yasbin, Esq.
RailAmerica, Inc. 600 Baltimore Avenue
7411 Fullerton Street Suite 301

Suite 300 Towson, MD 21204
Jacksonville, FL 32256 (410) 296-2250

(904)538-6329

Attorneys for: Otter Tail Valley
Railroad Company, Inc.
Dated: September 21, 2010



EXHIBIT A-VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION



VERIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION THAT RAIL LINE MEETS
CRITERIA OF 49 C.F.R. SECTION 1152.50(b)

STATE OF FLORIDA )
) SS.
COUNTY OF DUVAL )

I, Paul A. Lundberg, being duly sworn depose and state that I am a Vice President
of RailAmerica,, Inc., and Vice-President of its subsidiary, Otter Tail Valley Railroad
(“OTVR?”), that 1 am authorized to make this verification, and that I have read the
foregoing Notice of Exemption and know the facts asserted therein are true and accurate
as stated to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief.

I hereby certify that no local traffic has moved over OTVR’s 0.822 miles of line,
between milepost 48.422 and milepost 47.60 in Otter Tail County, MN for at least two
years prior to the date hereof, and that any overhead traffic on the line can be rerouted
over other lines. Further, no formal complaint filed by a user of rail service on the line
(or a State or local government entity acting on behalf of such user) regarding cessation
of service over the line either is pending with the Surface Transportation Board or any
U.S. District Court or has been decided in favor of a complainant within the two-year
period. The foregoing certification is made on behalf of OTVR by the undersigned after
due and careful investigation of the matters herein certified and based on the best of the

knowledge, information, and belief of the undersi gnb : 6 P

Paul A. Lundberg

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me this g’h day of September 2010.

My Commission Expires: ©f D14

m G.JaNNS SHERRY C. JONES

STATE OF FLORIDA
& Commit DD0947306
Expires 1/22/2014




EXHIBIT B-MAP OF LINE
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EXHIBIT C-CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. § 1152.50(d)(1), the undersigned hereby certifies that notice
of the proposed abandonment in Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X) was mailed via first
class mail on September 8, 2010, to the following parties:

State Public Service Commission

Minnesota Department of Transportation
Office of Freight, Rail & Waterways
Mail Stop 470

395 John Ireland Boulevard

St. Paul, MN 55155

Military Traffic Management Command

Headquarters, Military Surface Deployment & Distribution Command
Transportation Engineering Agency

Attention: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense)

709 Ward Drive, Building 1990

Scotts AFB, IL 62225-5357

National Park Service

Mr. Rick Potts

Chief, Conservation and Outdoor Recreation Division

Rivers, Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service
1849 C Street, N.W. (Org Code 2220)

Washington, DC

National Park Service

U.S. Department of Interior

National Park Service

National Center for Recreation & Conservation
1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, DC 20240-0001

12



U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chief of the Forest Service
Mailstop: 1144

1400 Independence Avenue, S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

/%ﬁ%

“Melanie B. Yasbin
September 21, 2010

13



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in
Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X) was advertised on September 10, 2010 in the Fergus
Falls Daily Journal, a newspaper of general circulation in Otter Tail County, as required

by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12.

Melanie B. Yasbin
September 21, 2010

14



EXHIBIT D
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION

State of Minnesota
S.S:
COUNTY OF OTTER TAIL

Linda Reese being

duly sworn on oath says

that he/she is the publisher or authorized agent and employee of the
publisher of the newspaper known as Fergus Falls Daily Journal, and has full
knowledge of the facts which are stated below.

(A) The newspaper has complied with all of the requirements constituting
qualification as a qualified newspaper, as provided by Minnesota Statute
331A.02, 331A.07, and other applicable laws, as amended.

(B) The printed legal which is attached was cut from the columns of said
newspaper, and was printed and published on

9/10/10
and printed below is a copy of the lower case alphabet from A to Z, both

inclusive, which is hereby a potice:
abcdefghijkimnopgrstuvwxyz

Subscribed and sworn to

befafe me this

9/10/10

, BEANICE K TOLLEFSON-OVERLAND
Y3 NOTARY PUBLIC—MINNESOTA
5 My Gommigsion Expires JAN. 31. 2015 |
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CERTIFICATION OF COMPLIANCE

The undersigned hereby certifies that the requirements of 49 C.F.R §1105.7, 49 C.F.R.
§1105.8(d), and 49 C.F.R. §1105.11 have been complied with in Docket No. AB-330

(Sub-No. 4X).
4
% 5’%/

Melanie B. Yasbin
September 21, 2010
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. § 1105.7 and 49 C.F.R. § 1105.8(c), the
undersigned hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic
Report in Docket No. AB-330(Sub-No. 4X) was mailed via first class mail on September
1, 2010, to the following parties:

Chairperson

Otter Tail County Commissioners
515 Fir Avenue West

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Mayor Hal Leland

112 W. Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 868

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Waters

1568 Highway 2

Two Harbors, MN 55616

U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers
St. Paul District

190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

375 Jackson Street

St. Paul, MN 55101-1854

19.



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

U.S. National Park Service
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226

Environmental Protection Agency

Region 5

Medcalf Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-19J

Chicago, IL 60604

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
One Federal Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, MN 55111-4056

20
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Melanie B. Yasbin
September 21, 2010
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8)

Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4x)

OTTER TAIL VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY, INC.—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION—
IN OTTER TAIL COUNTY, MN

Datcd: September 1, 2010
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) Proposed Action and Alternatives. Describe the proposed action, including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (if any) of any rail line and other structures that
may be involved, and any possible changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
describe any reasonable alternatives to the proposed action. Include a readable, detailed map and
drawings clearly delineating the project.

Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc. (“OTVR?”) proposes to abandon a 0.822-milc
railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus Falls and milepost 47.60, ncar Hoot Lake, in
Otter Tail County, Minnesota (the “Line™). Upon receipt of abandonment authority, Otter Tail
Power Corporation (“O;l"P”), who is one of OTVR’s largest shippers, proposes to purchase a
portion of the right-of-way.

All of the track and material have previously been removed from the Line. OTVR’s
records do not indicate when the track and material were removed. Therefore, abandonment of
the Line will not result in any additional salvage on the Line. There are no public or private
crossings on the Line.

There has been no local or overhead traffic on the Line for over 2 years.

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for OTVR not to abandon the Line.
The Line is located in an area where additional industrial development is unlikely to occur. With
little, if any, potential traffic, OTVR has decided to seck abandonment of the Line.

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

1



(2) Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traffic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

There is no passenger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other modes as a result of the
proposed abandonment. There is no freight traffic on the Line to be diverted lo motor carrier.
Accordingly, the proposed abandonment should have no adverse effects on regional or local
transportation systems and patterns.

(3) Land Use. (i) Based on consuitation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or a review of the'official planning documénts prepared by such agencics, state whether the.
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii)
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Service, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural larid. (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a
designated coastal zone, include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9. (iv) [f the
proposed action is an abandonment, state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for
alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why.

(i) OTVR considers the proposed abandonment to be consistent with cxisting land use
plans. The arca surrounding the Line is generally rural in nature.

OTVR contacted the city of Fergus Falls, MN, and County of Otter Tail, MN, by letters
dated September 1, 2010. See Exhibit 2. No responsc has been received as of this date. A copy
of this Environmental Report has been mailed to the appropriate local and state agencies for their
information and further comment.

(it) OTVR does not helieve that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected.
OTVR notified the United States Department of Agriculture (“USDA”™) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation
Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated September 1, 2010, and requested
assistance in identifying any potential eftects on prime agricultural land. See Exhibit 2. A copy

of this report has been supplied to the USDA for its information and further comment.

(iit) The Line does not pass through a designated coastal zonc.

2|
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(iv) OTVR does not know whether the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail
banking because BNSF Railroad Company (“BNSF”) the owner of the underlying real estate
intends (o sell the right-of-way to OTP. See Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company-Acquisition
and Operation Exemption-Burlington Northern Railroad Company, ICC Finance Docket No.
30915 (ICC served October 23, 1986). BNSF is the successor to the Burlington Northern
Railroad Company (“BN”).

(4) Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of energy
resources. (ii) Describe the effect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. (iii) State
whether the'proposed action will resull in"an increase or decrease in overall energy. efﬁmency
and explain why. (iv) If the ploposed action will cause diversions from rail to motor carriage of
more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year; or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year

for any part of the affected line, quantify the resulting net change in energy consumption and
show thc data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

(i) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of energy

resources.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will have no effect on the transportation of recyclable

commodities.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on overall energy efficiency
since there has been no traffic on the Line.

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not cause the diversion of more than 1,000 rail
carloads a year; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the linc

segments of rail tratfic to motor carriage.

(5) Ait. (i) If the proposed.action will result in €ither; (A) An increase in rail traffic of at
least 100 percent {measurcd in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at Jeast eight trains a
day on any segment of rail line-affccted by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of
at lease 100 percent (measured by carload activity), or (C) an average increase in truck traflic of
"more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or. 50 vchicles.a day on any affécted road
segment, quantify the anticipated effect-on air emissions, For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. §
10901 (or § 10505) 10 construct-a new line or reinstitutc service over a préviously abandoned
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-section (5)(i)}(A) will apply. (ii) If the proposed

3



action affects a class I or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act, and will result in either:
(A) an increase in rail trafTic of at least 50'percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increase of at least (hree trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck
traffic of more than [0 percent of the average daily traffic or SO vehicles a day on a given road
segment, then state whether any expected increascd emissions are within the parameters
established by the State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C.

§ 10901 (or 49.U.S.C. §.10505), or a ¢ase’ mvolvmg the reinstitution of service over a previously
abandoncd line, only the-three train a day.threshiold in this item shall apply. (iii) If transportation
of ozone depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated, identity: the
materials and quantity; the frequency of service; safety practices (including any speed
restrictions); the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills; contingency plans to deal with accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event ot a collision or derailment.

(i) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting

materials.

{6) Naise. If any of the thresholds idemified in item (5)(i) of this section are surpassed,
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increase in noise levels of three
decibels Ldn or more; or(it) an increase to a noisc level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. I so.
identify sensitive reccptors (c:g., schools, libraries, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities, and nursing homes) in the project area, and quantify the noise increase for these
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

(7) Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle deldy time at-railroad grade crossings). (ii)1f hazardous materials are
expected to be transported, identify: the mateials.and quantity;, the frequency of service; whether
-chemicals are being transporied tha, if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds;
safety practices (including any specd restrictions); the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments, accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills; and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. (iii) If there
-are any known hazardous wasle sites or. sites where there:have been known hazardous materials
spills on the right-of-way, identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials
involved.



(i) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental effects on public health and
safety. OTVR ceased operating over the Line more than two years ago.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials.

(iii) OTVR is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the Line.

(8) Biological Resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, statc whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
species or arcas designated as a critical habitat, and if so, describe the effects. (ii) State whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forcsts will be affected, and describe
any effects.

(i) OTVR does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect
endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat. OTVR notified the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (“USF&W™) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated
September 1, 2010, and requested assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment
will adversely affect endangered or threatened species or areas designated as a critical habitat.
See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report was supplied to the USF&W for its information and further
comment.

(i) OTVR is unaware of any wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or
forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.

OTVR notified the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by lctter dated
September 1, 2010, and requested assistance in identifying any potential cffects on wildlife
sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests. See Exhibit 2. To date, no response to

this request has been received. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the National Park

Service for its information and comment.



(9) Water. (i) Bascd on consultation with State water quality officials, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal, State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencics. (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clcan Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
aftected. Describe the effects. (iii) State whether permits under section 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposed action.

(i) OTVR is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable
water quality standards. OTVR contacted the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(“MNDNR™) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency (“USEPA™) by letters
dated September 1, 2010. See Exhibit 2. To date, no response to this request has becn received.
A copy of this Report has been supplied to the MNDNR and USEPA for their information and
comment.

(ii) OTVR believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act are required
for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be
affected by the proposed abandonment. Upon receiving abandonment authority, removal of
material will be accomplished by use of the right-of-way for access. No new access roads are
contemplated. OTVR does not intend to disturb any of the underlying roadbed or perform any
activities that would cause sedimentation or erosion of the soil, and does not anticipate any
dredging or use of fill in the removal of the track material. The crossties and/or other debris will
be transported away from the Line and will not be discarded along the right-of-way nor be placed
or left in streams or wetlands, or along the banks of such waterways. Also. during track removal,
appropriate measures will hc implemented to prevent or control spills from fuels, lubricants or

any other pollutant materials from entering any waterways. Based upon this course of action,

OTVR does not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be required.



OTVR contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated September 1, 2010
and has received no response to date. See Exhibit2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for its information and comment.

(iii) OTVR believes that no permit under section 402 of the Clean Water Act would be
requircd for the abandonment. OTVR contacted the MNDNR and the USEPA by letter dated
September 1,2010. See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the MNDNR and
USEPA for their information and further comment.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts, indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

OTVR does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed
abandonment and, therefore, sees no need for any mitigating actions. OTVR will, of course,

adhere to any remedial actions required by the Board.



HISTORIC REPORT
1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of thc proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action, and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures that are 50 years old or older and are part of the proposed action;
U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Minnesota Historical Society
See Exhibit 3.

2. A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known), and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding area:

The 0.822-mile right-of-way is approximately 80 fect wide and consists of 11.3 acres of
land. The western end of the Line begins at milepost 48.422, north of Main Street, and travels in
a northeasterly direction until it crosses the Otter Tail River. The Line proceeds east until it
terminates at milepost 47.60.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that are 50 ycars old or older and of the immediately surrounding area;

There arc no bridges or structures on the property that are 50 years old or older.

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s), and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations, to the extent such information is known;

Not applicable.

5. A bricf narrative history of carrier operations in the area, and an explanation of what,
if any, changes are contemplated as a result of the proposed action;

In 1881, the Board of the Northern Pacific Railroad authorized the construction of a linc
extending from Wadena, MN, to Fergus Falls. The State of Minnesota grantcd the railroad land
for the construction of the railroad on the condition that construction began by March 1, 1882.
The line was to be built from a point on the Northern Pacific Railroad at or near Wadena,
southwest through Fergus Fall, which includes the Line OTVR wishes to abandon, and then

northward via Pelican Rapids to a junction with the Northern Pacific.



BNSF’s predecessor purchased the Line from the Great Northern Railway Company, a
successor of the Northern Pacific Railroad. OTVR acquired the Line from BN pursuant to a
Purchase and Sale Agreement dated August 4, 1986.

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession, such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic;

OTVR possesses valuation maps and track charts of the Line, but is not aware of any

other documentation in its possession.

7. An opinion (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) as to
whether the site and/or structurcs meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places (36 C.F.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archeological resources or any other
previously unknown historic propertics in the project.area, and the basis for these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical socicties
or universities);

OTVR belicves that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related historic
properties in the project area.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, cnvironmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might affect the archeological recovery of resources (such as
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding terrain.

Based on a review of its records, OTVR believes that there are no known subsurface
ground disturbances or fill, or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological

recovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report, the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs
of specified properties that can be readily seen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identifying the location and type of the site (i.e. prehistoric or native
American).

OTVR does not foresee the likclihood that any additional information will need to be

supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously



submitted. But, if any additional information is requested, OTVR will promptly supply the
neccssary information.

OTVR contacted the Minnesota Historical Society (“MNHS”). See Exhibit 2. No

response has been received. A copy of this Report has been mailed to MNHS.

10



EXHIBIT 1 - MAP
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS
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LAwW OFFICES OF
Louils E. GITOMER

Louis E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

(202) 466-6532

MELANIE B. YASBIN September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW COM

Chairman Gary Lien

Otter Tail County Commissioners
515 Fir Avenue West

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Mr. Lien:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR™) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Hisloric Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the atfected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to thc above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent dcadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

b 2y
Mclanic B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:lou_gltomer@verizon.net
http://plea.se
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAW OFFICES OF
Louls E. GITOMER

Louts E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

(202) 466-6532

MELANIE B YASBIN September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MLULANIE@LGRAILLAW.COM

Environmental Protection Agency

Region 5

Medcalf Building

Office of Strategic Environmental Analysis
77 West Jackson Boulevard

Mailcode: B-19]

Chicago, IL 60604

RE:  Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X). Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus Falls
and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed action
and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the atfected area. We are
providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for the STB's
independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is misleading or
incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any questions about the
STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA),
Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC 20423, tclephonc 202-245-0295 and
refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be appreciated
within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the environmental
impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this proposal, please
contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E. Gitomer who may
be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@)]graillaw.com, or mail at Law
Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson, MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
mnd e . i
w7 O ]
Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:IjOu_Gitomer@verizon.net
mailto:Melanie@lgiaillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF
Louls E. GITOMER

Louis E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

. (202) 466-6532
MELANIE 13. YASBIN September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW.COM

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
One Federal Drive

BHW Federal Building

Fort Snelling

Twin Cities, MN 55111-4056

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter Tuil Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County. MN

Dear Madam/Sir;

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR") to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affccted area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
mislcading or incorrect, if you belicve that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Strect, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours, »

./' P ,7 ’ /
LT & 2

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.

Enclosures


mailto:L0U_GiTOMER@VERIZ0N.NET
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louis E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204-4022

. ) (202) 466-6532
MELANIE B YASBIN September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW.COM

Mayor Hal Leland

112 W. Washington Avenue
P.O. Box 868

Fergus Falls, MN 56537

RE;- Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County. MN.

Dear Mayor Leland:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effccts, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telcphone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanic@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LL.C, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, ‘Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

o
- 7
Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.

Enclosures


http://VER1Z0N.NET
mailto:Melanic@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF
Louss E. GITOMER

Louis E. GrroMer THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
) (202) 466-6532

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW.COM

Minnesota Department of Administration
200 Administration Building

50 Sherburne Avenue

St. Paul, MN 55155

RE:. Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Orter Tail Valley Railroud Company, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“*STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Vallcy Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR™) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVRs Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic eftects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or it you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations imposc stringent dcadlincs for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our rcpresentative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
2 o
L7 G =T

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:Lou_Gitomer@verizon.net
mailto:Melanie@lgiaillaw.com

LAwW OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louis E. GIrrtOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

LOU_GITOMER@VERIZON.NET Towsonwl?azglﬁfrg ; 12(‘)'4’5?02[2.:
. . " (202) 466-6532
MLELANIL B YASBIN September 1 , 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW COM

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
500 Lafayette Road
St. Paul, MN 55155-4040

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otier Tail Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's cnvironmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LL.C, 600 Baltimorc Avenuc, Suitc 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours, P

7
D 2
Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:Lou_Gitomer@verizon.net
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

Law OFFICES OF
Louls E. GITOMER

THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022
MELANIE B, YASBIN (H10) 335.0802
- - B YA September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885
MELANIEAML.GRAILLAW.COM p ?

Louss E. GIToMER
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910-3282

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otrer Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.—
Abandormment Exemption—in Orter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010 we expect to be filing with the Surface I'ransportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption secking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR™) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or it you have any
questions about thc STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W.. Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicablc statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson.

" MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

) e
T 1t
Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:Lou_Gitomer@verizon.net
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.coni

LAW OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louis E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

. . . (202) 466-6532

MLLANIEGLGRAILLAW.COM

U.S. National Park Service
601 Riverfront Drive
Omaha, NE 68102-4226 .

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority tor Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“*OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected arca.
We are providing this report so that you may ieview the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental reviecw process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423. telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@]lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer. LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
A
gz B

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:Lou_Gitomer@verizon.net
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAaw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louss E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
- TOWSON. MARYLAND 21204-4022

. . - (202) 466-6532

MLELANIL@LGRAILLAW.COM

Minnesota Historical Society
345 Kellogg Boulevard West
St. Paul, MN 55102-1906

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Orter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (*STB”) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line betwecn milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental rcview process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephonc 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environimental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacled by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204,

Sincerely yours,
Melanie B. Yasbin

Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures


mailto:LoU_GrroMER@VERlZON.NET
mailto:Melanie@lgraillaw.com

LAw OFFICES OF
Louis E. GITOMER

Louis E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITL 301
HOUGIMOMER@VERZONNET TOWSON, MARYLAND 212044022

i N (202) 466-6532
MELANIE B. YASBIN September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

‘MELANIEZLGRAILLAW.COM

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
Division of Waters
1568 Highway 2
Two Harbors, MN 55616
RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB™) a notice of exemption secking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you belicve that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any questlons concernmg 1 this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suitc 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,
Melanie B. Yasbin

Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures
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LAW OFFICES OF
Lours E. GITOMER

Louis E. GIrOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301
Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NRT 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

(202) 466-6532

MLLANIE B. YASBIN September 1 R 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MELANIE@LGRAILLAW.COM

U.S. Army Corp. of Engineers
St. Paul District

190 Fifth Street East

St. Paul, MN 55101-1638

RE: Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter 1ail Valley Railroad Company. Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County, MN.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR™) to abandon (.822 miles of railroad line between milcpost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR’s Fergus Falls 10 Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, $.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and referto the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations imposc stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the.contemplated action. If there are any questions concerning this
proposal, please contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincerely yours,

278 Y

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.

Enclosures
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LAw OFFICES OF
Lours E. GITOMER

Louis E. GITOMER THE ADAMS BUILDING, SUITE 301

Lou_GITOMER@ VERIZON.NET 600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
TOWSON, MARYLAND 21204-4022

(202) 466-6532

MELANIE B YASBIN September 1, 2010 FAX (410) 332-0885

MELANIG@LGRAILLAW.COM

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

375 Jackson Street

St. Paul, MN 55101-1854

RE:  Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X), Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.—
Abandonment Exemption—in Otter Tail County. MN.

Dear Madam/Sir;

On or about September 21, 2010, we expect to be filing with the Surface Transportation
Board (“*STB™) a notice of exemption seeking authority for Ottcr Tail Vallcy Railroad Company,
Inc. (“OTVR”) to abandon 0.822 miles of railroad line between milepost 48.422 near Fergus
Falls and milepost 47.60, on OTVR s Fergus Falls to Hoot Lake line in Otter Tail County, MN.

Attached is a Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the proposed
action and any expected environmental and historic effects, as well as maps of the affected area.
We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will form the basis for
the STB's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. If any of the information is
misleading or incorrect, if you believe that pertinent information is missing, or if you have any
questions about the STB's environmental review process, please contact the Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA), Surface Transportation Board, E Street, S.W., Washington, DC
20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and reter to the above Docket No. AB-330 (Sub-No. 4X).

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines for processing
this action, your written comments to SEA (with a copy to our representative) would be
appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by the STB in evaluating the
environmental impacts of the contemplated action. If there are any qucstions concerning this
proposal, pleasc contact our representative directly. Our representative in this matter is Louis E.
Gitomer who may be contacted by telephone at 410-296-2205, email at Melanie@lgraillaw.com,
or mail at Law Offices of Louis E. Gitomer, LLC, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301, Towson,
MD 21204.

Sincercly yours,

-7 45
2 G 2
Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Otter Tail Valley Railroad Company, Inc.
Enclosures
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EXHIBIT E - COLOR EXHIBITS

21



a|sipeg

S

AvOA'IIVY
A31reA
el PUG-

N

uoredye o

eJ}OSOUUIIN

144

fesyon) |

m___>$§(ﬂW
N

senn
e suopes sbueyosely)
Speoy mmmmm—"
Jojep  e——

aNiIDdIT]

4SNg
HALO




ooz \%\\ \\JQ.

DIOSOUVN jO 9IDIE 5
Jo suDy By} Jpun ._g!:iu:iu_ Airp o wo | o
pud uojsiasadng 12aJp Aw Japun BnE»avl&un
o8 Jiodes Jo upd Asans mjy 304} A)ed Aqesey )

e o L L]
A1VDS DIHAVYD







